CHIVELL, CYNTHIA

This is a 74-year-old woman with recent hospitalization for a lung mass, followed by CT scan, which showed a 7.5 cm mass in the left lung. A biopsy was done in January, showed poorly differentiated carcinoma with neuroendocrine feature. The patient’s differential included high-grade neuroendocrine versus others. The patient subsequently had an MRI of the chest as well as L-spine and the MRI of the brain. The MRI showed L4 vertebral body metastasis with extensive stage small cell lung cancer. The patient then developed anemia, severe weakness. MRI of the brain showed evidence of metastasis in the brain. Subsequently, the patient underwent radiation. The patient has quite large amount of pain requiring morphine, Ativan, also albuterol for shortness of breath. The patient is anemic as I mentioned and has had rather progressive disease despite treatment. For this reason, it was decided on hospice placement at this time status post radiation therapy and status post chemotherapy. The patient’s chemotherapy had to be discontinued because of nausea and vomiting. The patient and family have decided against any further treatment given the small cell carcinoma of the lung with bone and brain metastases, anemia and other associated comorbidities. The patient is hospice appropriate, expected to live less than six months.
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